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Encyclopaedia Britannica shattered a 200-year-old tradition by dividing its volumes into three interrelated parts, the oldest continuously published encyclopedia in the English language has again been revised.The major change in the revamped 15th edition of Britannica, officially published today, is a two-volume index consisting of 1,700 pages and almost 410,000 entries. That
change is intended to redress complaints that the lack of a separate, concise index caused confusion. But the current $24 million overhaul is also intended to undo other shortcomings introduced by the Britannica in 1974.That year, the 30-volume encylopedia was divided into a 10-volume Micropaedia, which contained brief entries; the 19-volume Macropaedia, containing lengthy
articles by noted authors and scholars, and a 1-volume Propaedia, which divided the world of knowledge into 10 subjects.Now the encyclopedia is 32 volumes, including the Micropaedia, which has been expanded to 12 volumes. While it still functions as a brief reference set, and for the first time contains most of the biographies, a number of its 86,000 articles now exceed the
previous 750-word limit.Macropaedia ReducedThe Macropaedia has been reduced to 17 volumes and the number of articles slashed from more than 4,200 to 681, about 400 of them of book length. Information about the solar system, for example, is now presented under the heading of ''Solar System,'' instead of obliging the reader to refer to separate articles on the sun, moon
and various planets. The 17,000-page Macropaedia contains 23 million words, 8,000 illustrations and biographies of such major figures as Jesus, Confucius, Jefferson, Henry Ford, Napoleon and Gandhi.The Propaedia is still one volume and still divides the world of knowledge into 10 subjects. And a new World Data Annual provides a review of the previous year, as well as
statistics about the area, population, communications facilities, and commerce of more than 200 nations - statistics previously found in the Macropaedia.''With the 15th edition, we thought we had produced the best Britannica ever, and we had, but nothing's ever perfect,'' said Dr. Mortimer Adler, who replaced Robert M. Hutchins as chairman of the Britannica's board of editors in
1974. ''With these improvements, we're nearer to our ideal of perfection.''The Britannica, first published in three volumes beginning in 1768, remains a favorite reference source of librarians. The New York Public Library, for example, has 40 sets in its general reference division and another 64 in its 82 branch libraries. And the Gila Bend Public Library in Gila Bend, Ariz., which has a
population of about 1,500, has two sets, the 13th and 14th editions. ''They get a pretty good workout,'' said Sue Sikes, the librarian.Although officials of the privately held Chicago-based Britannica have previously refused to discuss unit sales, Dr. Adler said that an average of 150,000 sets are sold each year, 100,000 of them in the United States. The newest set, consisting of 32
volumes, retails from $1,249 to $6,000, depending on the binding. For more than 40 years, royalties have gone to the University of Chicago, along with dividends from the William Benton Foundation, which holds 100 percent of the stock of Encyclopaedia Britannica. In all, according to Dr. Adler, the university has received about $64 million.Officials at the Direct Selling Association
in Washington said that figures are not available to show whether the sale of encyclopedias has increased or decreased over the years, only that the total dollars derived from the direct sale of all educational publications - Bibles and religious books, as well as reference books - has increased from six- tenths of a percent in 1975 to 2.9 percent in 1983.Britannica's sales strategy
has changed significantly in recent years, in part because the Federal Trade Commission accused certain Britannica salesmen of the ''hard sell'' and of using false means to gain entry to households. Now, one-third of all sales take place over-the-counter at shopping malls and bookstores.Elliott Arluck, promotions planner of Waldenbooks, said that Britannica salesmen have their
displays and literature in about one-third of the 900 or so stores in the book chain.The revised 15th edition contains signed articles by some 4,000 contributors, according to Dr. Adler, who said that one-third of the articles were written by non-English-speaking scholars and that they were translated from 54 languages.Britannica articles in the past were written by Albert Einstein, G.
K. Chesterton, Herbert Hoover, Sigmund Freud, Lin Yutang, Leon Trotsky and George Bernard Shaw. Contributors to the 15th edition include Arnold Toynbee, Anthony Burgess, Linus Pauling, Milton Friedman, Arthur Koestler and Michael DeBakey, the heart surgeon, all of whom wrote on their various specialties.But specialists are not necessarily good writers. Dr. Adler said that
the Britannica's major failure is that its articles on mathematics are unintelligible to the average educated person. ''Mathematicians don't think they can write,'' he said, ''and the last great book by a mathematician was written by Alfred North Whitehead,'' who died in 1947. Genre/Form: Encyclopedias and dictionaries Additional Physical Format: Online version:New encyclopaedia
Britannica.Chicago : Encyclopaedia Britannica, ©1993(OCoLC)604865900 Material Type: Biography, Internet resource Document Type: Book, Internet Resource All Authors / Contributors: Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. ISBN: 0852295715 9780852295717 OCLC Number: 27665641 Notes: Vol. 1-12. Micropædia : ready reference -- v. 13-29. Macropædia : knowledge in depth.
Includes Propædia : outline of knowledge, guide to the Britannica (1 v.) and Index (2 v.)Spine title: Britannica. Description: 32 volumes : illustrations (some color), maps ; 29 cm Contents: v. 1-12. Micropaedia -- v. 13-29. Macropaedia -- [v. 30] Propaedia -- v. 31-32. Index. Other Titles: Encyclopaedia BritannicaNew encyclopedia BritannicaEncyclopedia BritannicaBritannica This
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